The remaining seven sections address all African languages as a group, and are focused by topic, rather than language phylum. These consist of articles on phonology (G. N. Clements), morphology (Gerrit J. Dimmendaal), syntax (John R. Watters), typology (Denis Creissels), comparative linguistics (Paul Newman), language and history (Christopher Ehret), and language and society (H. Ekkehard Wolff). Of these, I found the phonology section to be the most superbly organized and well written. Clements' article begins with a summary of common and rare phonemes, comparing their distribution in African languages to their distribution in other languages around the world. C gives a brief description of implosives, clicks, initial nasal clusters, lower high vowels (like /Ι, U/), and labial-velar stops, such as tied /kp, gb/, as common phonemes. Rarer phonemes include uvular and retroflex consonants, diphthongs, front rounded vowels, and barred "i" (125). C frames his discussion with the principle of economy (124) the reader to derive the rule from the samples given before they are described by the author in detail. Although C deserves the highest praise for this article, I believe the beginning linguist (for whom this text was intended) would benefit more from a description of how to produce implosives than a mere comparison of them to standard sonorants. Most speakers of Indo-European languages have not been exposed to this type of sound, and must become acquainted with it on a physical, tangible level before the quality of sound is compared with others.
Overall, AL is clear, concise, and as detailed as can be reasonably expected. The organization of the volume, as well as that within each article, is precise, and frequent use is made of charts, tables, maps, and other beneficial learning tools. Heine and Nurse have much of which to be proud. Much more than a mere collection of informative prose, AL is a beacon in a California Linguistic Notes Volume XXX No. 2 Fall, 2005
